48                          GREGORY THE  GREAT
effigy of " the best of princes " himself. Ammianus Marcellinus has left us an interesting account of a visit made to this " place imperiale" by the Emperor Constantius in 357.1 He says that when the Emperor reached the Forum, " the most exquisite structure under the canopy of heaven and admired even by the gods themselves/' he fell into a stupor of admiration, and, realizing the impossibility of himself completing any work of like magnificence, he exclaimed despairingly, in allusion to the equestrian statue, that the horse which Trajan rode was all that he could imitate. Whereat Prince Hormisdas, who chanced to be at his side, replied, "But the horse, your Majesty, must have a stable worthy of him. Command, then, one to be erected as magnificent as this/'
In Gregory's time there seems to have existed in Trajan's Forum a relief representing a woman supplicating the Emperor; and to this group a story had become attached, to the effect that on one occasion Trajan, when setting out to battle, had delayed in order to give audience to a widow who prayed for justice.2 Gregory knew the story, and was touched by the goodness of the prince. After his death in 604 a legend grew up, apparently in the English Church, that the Pope " prayed" or " wept" so earnestly for the soul of the Emperor, that he procured its release from the infernal torments, though at the same time he was divinely warned never again to presume to pray for any who had died in paganism. This legend is accepted by Paul the Deacon, but is regarded with grave suspicion by John, and is unconditionally rejected by later Catholic theologians.8
1  Amm. Marc. xvi. 10.
2  Gregorovius says that " the legend doubtless arose from some relief then existing in the Forum, a province being perhaps represented as a woman supplicating the Emperor.   Dio Cassius, 69. 6, relates the incident with the suppliant woman of Hadrian, with whom Trajan seems to have been afterwards confounded."
3  Paul. Diac. Vita 27; Joh. Diac. Vita ii. 44.   John endeavours to escape the theological difficulty by pointing out (1) that Gregory did not actually pray for Trajan, but only wept for him; and (2) that the Emperor's soul was not lifted to Paradise, but only released from fiery torment.   Further, he throws all responsibility for the story on to the English Ohurch: " Legitur etiam penes easdem Anglorum ecclesias."     The reference is, of course, to the S. Galkn Life c. 29, where the legend first occurs.   It is noticeable that the author of this Life, in his turn, asserts that the legend comes from Kome.   His account is as follows:  "Die quadam [Gregorius] transiens per forum Traianum,
